
July 30, 2022 

Good morning WV South. 

I don’t want to spend a lot of time on a report that is looking backward.  When we look back at the past 
few years, there are some things we don’t even want to bring up.   

So here is a reflection in sentences.  Quizzing started the year off and then fizzled.  Not good.  

We moved the Fall retreat to April.  

Good even with the move.  We had nearly fifty people with youth and adults, a great speaker, and a 
good time.  Good.  We still went tubing in the snow.  Good.  

B.L.A.S.T returned.  Awesome.  There seemed to be a category switch, but we had as many participants 
this year as we did before the stoppage.  Great.  

At Field B.L.A.S.T we were represented well, and I was proud of our district.  We had as many as any 
other district attend.  Wonderful. 

So, this year let’s build on what we had and make it better than ever before.   

You may or may not know that I am a school teacher in my spare time.  I teach Earth Science and Driver 
Education.  A common combination for sure.  But I want to share one lesson from Driver Education with 
you today.  In our Driver Education car, we have four mirrors and one windshield.  You may ask four, I 
have my own rear view mirror.  As a driver you have the rearview mirror and two side view mirrors.  

They are there to be used.  All total combined they might measure one square foot.  But the windshield 
has an area of close to ten square feet.   

What is significant about the mirrors being about one-tenth the area of a windshield?  It is their 
importance.  What is happening that you see out the windshield is much more relevant, maybe ten 
times more important, to the driving task than what you see in the mirrors.  We need to be aware of 
what is behind us, but we must interact with what is in front of us.   

The connection in our planning for youth, our walk through daily life, and our experience with Jesus 
must be focused forward.  We cannot ignore our past.  We cannot make the past insignificant.  But, we 
cannot change the past.  It has brought us here, and we must continually go forward.  Using the 
pandemic as an excuse has us looking in the rearview mirror.  I want to go forward and only use the 
lessons learned from that time.   

It is like history class in school.  Many students wonder why we take it.  I love history.  We learn about it 
so we can be better prepared for our future.  But we cannot go back and change what happens; we 
learn from it to make better choices going forward. 

In Hebrews 12:1 the words tell us to run the race that is laid out in front of us.   Anyone who runs in any 
sport will tell you that when you look back, you slow down and get off course.  I teach my students to 
look where they are going because your body will follow your eyes.  

My favorite bible verse is Psalms 5:8, where I read, “Make straight your path before me.”  I follow God’s 
path set before me, not behind me, to walk where He has planned for my life. 



I ask you to join me in walking forward on God’s path and not get caught up in the past. 

I want to close with this thought.  I was asked recently by a new youth pastor, who had been in my 
youth group as a teen, what advice I could give him.  I shared this.  Love each one like they are your very 
own child.  Don’t teach them to be good little Christian boys and Girls; train them to be Disciples of 
Christ.  And this was shared with us recently that we need to help our youth to have an encounter with 
Jesus Christ.  That is youth ministry in three simple points.  There are many methods, but the outcome 
has to be relational with them and Jesus. 

 

Prayers, blessings, and love 

Mark Ice (mark#3) 

WV South NYI President 

 

First of all, you are invited to come to our council meetings.  Yes, if you are a youth pastor or NYI 
President please come share, and take part in our council meetings.  You should have a say, and the way 
to help us better serve you is for you to join with us.  We have four meetings each year and we are 
inviting you to be a part of those meetings. 

 

AWARDS 

As we continue with my time, I want to give some well-deserved awards and share about what your 
district wants to do. 

We want to recognize some of the hard workers on our district.  Our first award of recognition goes to a 
person who has been serving the youth on our district longer than since I returned to West Virginia.  But 
in one specific area he has been a leader for twenty-eight continuous years.  This year he decided that 
he is going to move into a different role, but still be active in working at Middle School Camp. I can’t say 
enough about Gordon Killion and his leadership at Middle School Camp.  Gordon, we want to recognize 
your 28 years as Camp Director and Co-Director for all of those years.  Gordy, we as a district want to 
salute you.* 

Also today we want to recognize members of the youth work force on our district for their hard work.  
We started the “Gordy Award” to recognize youth workers on our district.  The award is made of a cast 
iron skillet.  Because the cast iron skillet is known for always being reliable and long lasting.  Some of you 
may have a cast iron skillet in your home that has been passed down through generations.  It is reliable 
and hardworking and stays working a long time.  Often with little recognition.  So we try to recognize 
these people on our district. 

Today we want to recognize a long time youth worker, from the Barret Church; Patty Adkins.  A salute  
to you Patty.* 

 



I want to share with you our upcoming year on the district. 

 

QUIZZING 

We want to get quizzing back up and running.  Marbeth has some great ideas to change the impression 
so many have about quizzing.  Youth leaders think about getting it going at your church.  Join with other 
churches close by.  There is something out of this world, literally, about putting the word of God in your 
hearts and having our youth learning scripture.  Salute to Marbeth Slater for leading this event.* 

 

SONFest 

On September 17 is SONfest at MVNU.  This year’s artists include Red Rocks Worship | Trip Lee | Blanca 
| Wolves at the Gate | The New Respects.  Churches, if you are going and have extra seats reach out and 
see if there are some at other churches who need a ride. 

 

NDVYMT 

The next week your WV South District is hosting the National Day of Volunteer Youth Minister Training.  
You can go online, register, pay $169 to train all the youth workers from you church, but wait you can 
come and join with anyone on our district who wants to attend for free.  This is for everyone interested; 
Youth Pastors, NYI Presidents, Sunday School Teachers, Volunteers, and anyone who works with youth.  
We have already paid to host it and you are invited.  There are benefits of training and networking with 
other youth workers on our district, and even from other denominations if they want to register and join 
too.  There is also that great youth ministry term we all like-FREE.  It begins at nine at Hurricane First 
Church. 

 

AXIS.org 

I know many ask about curriculum.  Our Field NYI Council has made a purchase of curriculum that is 
relevant and available for you to use.  AXIS.org is available to you to use.  It has great curriculum and 
even materials to give to your parents.  If you’ll see me, I can email you the link to get your church this 
resource.  

 

Retreat 

The Fall N-MY-I Retreat will be October 7-9 this year at Cedar Lakes.  We had almost 50 last year, but I 
hope to go over 100 this fall.  Salute to Chris Kinsey and Cassie Crowder for leading this event on the NYI 
side and to Robin Smith and Patty Williams for taking care of the NMI side.*  And welcome to Tina Redd 
and DJ Hetrick in the leadership team for this years event. 

 



Tubing 

We are continuing to have snow tubing in January.  Just a couple items to clarify.  It must be cold and 
there has to be snow.  Other than that it is a go.  The date is January 13 at Winterplace.  A district salute 
to Tim Embrey for leading this event.* 

 

Lock-In 

The Lock-In is back.  It is much different that the Lock-Ins that are in the rear view mirror.  This year we 
will be gathering at a local church for an opening rally and then going to Malibu Jacks for the remainder 
of the night.  Three churches did a little recon visit a couple weeks back and the youth agreed that this 
would be a great lock-in event.  We will be sending out specifics on the event later in the fall.  The date 
for the Lock-In is Friday February 10 and overnight. 

 

BLAST 

BLAST is back.  This past year was a great return to this awesome event.  Our numbers for District BLAST 
were basically the same as we have three years ago at our last district event.  Participation changed 
some.  Previously we had many participants in the talent side, but this year it was more on the sports 
side.  But in almost every event there were opportunities for more participants to qualify for the Field 
event at Mt Vernon.  If you sing, play an instrument, do puppets or drama, can write a poem or short 
story, do sports there is a category for you to enter at BLAST.  Think there isn’t a category for your 
talent, well there is an open category for just that.  The date for this event is March 25 for District BLAST 
and June 1-3 for Field BLAST at MVNU.  One of the exciting things for me as your district president was 
to have our district be recognized for having a church from our district with the most people attending.  
That usually goes to a church close to MVNU, but we travel well to BLAST.  Our district had the second 
most attendees (only 10 less than the first) across the entire field at MVNU.  Let’s give a district salute to 
Paul Niel and Chris Riggs for leading this event. * 

I have been brainstorming myself about what more could our district do to serve the youth and leaders 
on our district.  I have a couple ideas bouncing around in my head.  That is also why we are inviting you 
as a youth leader to join us in brainstorming and planning.   

But, in all of our events and activities, I always want our youth to feel loved, and to see them become 
disciples, and have a personal encounter and relationship with Jesus Christ.  We need our youth ready to 
be the leaders God is calling them to be both today and tomorrow.  We want to hear from you, so don’t 
be shy youth.  If you’ve heard about something today you never heard about before, dog your youth 
leaders, call me, and I someone recently said kick someone in the shins and make sure your church is 
part of it.   

I want to give a salute to you, Youth Leaders, Youth Workers, and especially youth. * 


